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	研       習       報       告

	 Report about attending the Sixteenth International Symposium and Book Fair on English Teaching, 2007

As I entered the main entrance of ETA conference this year, I found that the number of conference participants seemed less than those years I attended.  The most disappointing episode was that the speech I longed so much to go (about the learning of English prosody) was cancelled without any announcement, which was a shame of academic researchers.  After knowing that the speaker of the speech would not show up, I went to the presentation of Professor朱錫琴.  She proposed a reading model for the integration of reading and writing, whose viewpoints received great feedback from the audience.  In her model, the professor suggested teachers start with the pedagogy of forms in the reading materials, somewhat can be realized in the graphic organizer, and then move onto the elicitation of students’ own ideas about the related issues.  After the introduction of forms, students’ attention can be called to the meanings and the content of the issues at hand, then tasks about the writing of similar topics can follow.     

Another interesting presentation I went to was the one by Professor 張靜芬 and her student on Patterns of Interaction in On-line L2 peer revision.  They used a platform designed with a concept of synchronic computer-mediated communication system for students to do the peer revision.  Using the framework of sociocultural theory, they analyzed the structure of students’ interaction during peer revision.  The subjects in their project gave positive feedback to their practice during class.  With their finding as such, we understand that language teachers may want to learn how their hard load of teaching can be relieved with the technology and how they can make students learn collaboratively through the mediation of advanced technology.  
Besides going to some lectures arranged by the conference, I also visited the book fair. It seemed that more clients were found in the book stands for the preschoolers and elementary kids.  Many inspiring teaching tools and materials for English young learners attracted my attention.  I was wondering if my students would like them and will those teaching aids motivate my students’ learning?  Though my students are not very young learners, the variety of tools may be helpful in improving their beginning level of English proficiency.   


